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Course Syllabus 
Roy C. Ketcham High School 
Social Studies Department 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: Mr. Hogan & Mrs. Kaminski
Room Location: Room 113
E-mail: 1.  Bryan.Hogan@wcsdny.org
	2.  Siobhan.Kaminski@wcsdny.org
Extra Help Time: By appointment 
Course Identification 
Course Number: D547 
Course Name: U.S. History & Government - REGENTS 
Course Location: Room 113
Prerequisites: Must have passed Global History and Geography II 
Course Description/Overview 
In this course we will study the creation of our nation and how it has developed economically, socially, & politically.  We will study important events and major public figures from American History from its earliest settlements to present day.  All students take the NYS U.S. History and Government Regents examination in June. 
Required Course Text 
● America, Pathways to Present (Prentice Hall, 2000) 

Assessment	
Students must pass this course and the US History and Government Regents in order to graduate.  Students will be required to take quizzes/tests, participate in class discussion, partake in class projects (with public speaking), answer search and find questions from various readings or videos, and other various assignments throughout the semester.
Grading Policy 
Your marking period grade will be determined in the following manner: ● Total Points - every assignment will receive a grade and at the end of the marking period we will divide your total points earned by the total points assigned to calculate your average
Course Supplies 
Two inch binder with loose leaf paper and three dividers (classwork, notes, and returned assignments) 

Classroom Expectations
Students are expected to attend class, be on time to class, and be respectful of the teachers as well as the other students in class.  Students are expected to be active participants in the learning process, provide effort to complete all assignments, and to seek help from us when needed.  
Areas of Study 
I. Geography 
A. The physical and cultural setting in the Americas 
B. The role and influence of geography on historical & cultural 
developments 
II. The Constitution as the Foundation of American Society
A. Origins of the Constitution 
1. Enlightenment Thought 
2. The Colonial Experience 
3. The War for Independence & The Declaration 
4. The Articles of Confederation 
B. The Constitutional Convention 
C. The Ratification Debate 
D. The Bill of Rights 
E. Basic Constitutional Principles 
F. Basic Structure and Function: the three branches and their operation 
III. The Constitution Tested 
A. The Unwritten Constitution 
1. The Origin of the Two Party System 
2. Foreign Policy in the New Nation Period 
3. The Marshall Court 
B. The Growth of Sectionalism 
C. Slavery & Abolitionism 
D. Territorial Expansion 
E. Civil War & Reconstruction 
IV. The Rise of American Business, Industry, and Labor A. Major Areas of Growth in Business & Industry 
B. New Business & Government Practices 
C. Labor’s Response to Economic Change 
D. Immigration & Urbanization 
E. The Frontier Experience 
F. The Populist Movement 
V. The Age of Reform 
A. An Emerging Global Involvement 
B. The Spanish-American War & Imperialism 
C. The Progressive Movement 
1. Theodore Roosevelt & the Square Deal 
2. Woodrow Wilson & the New Freedom 
D. America’s Involvement in World War 1 
VI. Prosperity, Depression and War 
A. Business Boom or False Prosperity 
B. Shifting Cultural Values 
C. Herbert Hoover & the Depression 
D. FDR and the New Deal 
E. The Culture of Depression 
F. Foreign Policy Between the Wars 
G. The United States in World War II 
VII. A World in Uncertain Times 
A. Containment and the Beginning of the Cold War B. The Cold War at Home
C. Post War Society & Culture 
D. The Kennedy & Johnson Years 
1. The New Frontier 
2. The Modern Civil Rights Movement 
3. Johnson & the Great Society 
4. Vietnam 
VIII. The Trend Toward Conservatism 
A. Nixon as President 
1. The Presidency in Crisis 
2. Foreign & Domestics Policies 
B. The Ford & Carter Presidencies 
C. Presidents Reagan, H.W. Bush and the New Federalism D. The Clinton Presidency 
Contemporary Issues – Domestic & Foreign 
IX. Beginning of the 21st Century 
A. Presidents George W. Bush, Obama, Trump 
1. 9/11 & War on Terror foreign policy 
2. The Great Recession 
3. Other contemporary issues
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